Synthetic cannabimimetics in Bulgaria 2010-2013.
The manufacturing, distribution and use of synthetic cannabimimetics (SCs) have seen dynamic changes over the last few years, and have had an unprecedented growth. Forensic toxicologists in Bulgaria faced SCs for the first time in 2010, as compounds detected in seized blends. This is a retrospective survey on the SCs seized in Bulgaria 2010-2013. The number of SCs increased progressively: 17 cases in 2010, 38 in 2011, 75 in 2012, and 80 in 2013. In Bulgaria, from 2010 to 2013, there were two cases of toxicologically proved intoxications (with JWH-018). JWH-018 was the most often detected SC in Bulgaria for the whole studied period. The most popular combination detected in 2013 was: UR-144+MAM-2201 with or without STS-135. Highly potent halogenated SCs appeared in 2013. 5F-AКB-48 (nearly 3 kg) was seized in 12 cases. Published data suggest that SCs may have more severe side effects than marijuana. Parallel adaptation of Bulgarian law with adoption of analog laws tried to meet the increased forensic challenges. Over the last decade, the rapid growth in the number and types of SCs distributed in Europe has challenged the capacity, and sometimes the credibility, of identification, risk assessment and control systems. Forensic toxicology needs to adapt in a timely manner, providing scientific basis of legislative changes.